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sent new credentials to von Borche, his Ambassador in
Vienna, reappointing him as envoy to the " Queen of
Hungary."   He had thus very directly acknowledged
her sovereignty and her right to succeed her father.
Aggression, furthermore, did not fit in with the tales
Maria Theresa had heard about Frederick of Prussia.
She still judged him from the point of view of an innocent
and inexperienced young woman.   She had not learned
that credulity is a most dangerous characteristic in a
statesman.   She had as yet acquired no discrimination.
Her values were purely human and not political.   And
humanly it seemed impossible that Frederick would
invade her country.   She believed in gratitude, and she
remembered that when he had been condemned to death
by his father after his unsuccessful flight, her father
had written to Frederick William begging him to spare
the young man's life.   Maria Theresa could not imagine
that any one could forget such an act of kindness.
Francis and Frederick, furthermore, had been on very
friendly terms in Berlin;  they occasionally exchanged
amicable letters.   As late as November 5,1740, Frederick
had written to Francis assuring him of his goodwill
towards Maria Theresa.   She, in turn, wrote to Frederick
asking him to vote for Francis at the coming election
of the Holy Roman Emperor.   His vote, she assured
him, " would pledge her and her consort to a lasting
sense of indebtedness" to him.

Towards the end of November she was finally per-
suaded to send a special envoy to Berlin to find out
more about Frederick's intentions. The Marchese Botta
d'Adorno, who found the Prussian roads looking sus-
piciously like military highways, saw Frederick in
December. He learned as little as the other Ambassadors
had done.                                                  *